
 
 

 
 
a term referring to the reflecting property of surfaces. It is defined as the 
fraction of the total incident solar energy that an object, such as a planet 
or its satellite, reflects into space. The numerical value of an albedo is 
always between 1 and 0; for example, white surfaces have albedos close to 
1, and black surfaces have albedos close to 0. The value of Earth's albedo is 
0.35. It is also possible to define other types of albedos, based on the 
geometry and other properties of an object. 

Albedo 
Compton's by Britannica

MLA style:  
" Albedo ." Compton's by Britannica. 2008. Encyclopædia Britannica Online School Edition. 10 

June  2008  <http://www.school.eb.com/all/comptons/article-9309744>.

APA style:  
Albedo . ( 2008). In Compton's by Britannica. Retrieved June  10,  2008, from Encyclopædia 

Britannica Online School Edition: 
http://www.school.eb.com/all/comptons/article-9309744

Page 1 of 1Encyclopædia Britannica Online School Edition

6/10/2008http://www.school.eb.com/all/comptons/print?articleId=309744&fullArticle=true&tocId=9...


