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1. Word Sorts 
For small reading/word work groups: 
• Laminate the color word sorts and words.  Cut apart 

the words. 
• I begin by introducing the diphthongs ou and ow with 

the posters.  We practice the sounds. 
• Then I use the purple words to model the pattern, 

and we practice reading the words together.  I lay 
them on the chart as we go. 

• Next, I hand out the green words, one at a time, to 
my students.  They read the word and place it in the 
appropriate column. 

• I use this primarily as a direct-instruction activity. 

For whole class/larger group: 
• I display the word sort on the document camera 

or projector.   
• I model the pattern and practice sorting the 

color word cards together. 
• Then I pass out copies of the black & white word 

sort.   
• The students cut apart the words, sort them and 

glue them on the mat independently.   

Teaching Ideas 
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Word Sort 

mouse frown window wow mountain 

plow found throw flow shout 

low shower grow count cow 

Name ___________________________________________ 
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