
Art History Unit 08 

How to Make a Pinhole Camera With a Pringles Can 

 
 
A pinhole camera, or camera obscura, is a simple optical device with no lens. It can be any 
shape, but it must be light-proof and have a small hole on one end. When you point the 
camera at a lighted object, it appears as an inverted image inside the camera. You can 
make a simple pinhole camera with a recycled Pringles can and a few household supplies. 

 
 

 

1) Remove the plastic lid from top of the can and use a damp cloth to wipe out any 
crumbs. 

 2) Use the ruler and pencil to draw a line around the cylinder, about 2 inches up from 
the metal bottom of the can. 
 
3) Use the utility knife to cut along the line, making two pieces. The shorter one has a 
metal bottom. 
 
4) Use a thumbtack to poke a hole in the center of the metal bottom. Be sure to remove 
the thumbtack. 
 
5) Put the lid over the open end of the shorter piece. Put the longer piece on top of other 
lid, and use tape to hold it all together. 
 



6) Tape a piece of foil to the can and wrap it around snugly, making sure it overlaps. 
Tape down the other end. The foil keeps the light out of the camera. Put the can cozy 
over the open end. 
 
7) Take the camera outside on a sunny day. Point the bottom end with the small hole at 
something, and look through the hole on the end of the cozy. You'll see an image 
imposed upside-down on the lid. 
 
 
 

 


