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The Annunciation was a popular theme for
paintings during the Renaissance. Every artist
did a version of the scene, and some painted it
more than once. The Angel Gabriel announces
to Mary that she is to have child, and to name
him Jesus. This particular painting is in the
north corridor at San Marco. Unlike the other
paintings in the friary, this one is visible to the
public. It is perhaps Angelico's most popular
and best piece of work.

Fra Angelico was able to paint this scene with
the architecture of the friary in mind. He also
created an invisible light source; the wall
behind the figures seems to glow. Angelico
planned for his viewer to see this painting in
the darkness of the north corridor; that way,
the painting seems to shine with its own light.
Take a look at how he manipulated the
perspective, using the diagram shown.

The Annunciation was Angelico's favorite scene
to paint. He did many versions of it. To the

left are two more of his paintings of the same
scene.






The Coronation
o the Virgin

The "Coronation of the Virgin" is another
painting in San Marco. It depicts Mary in
Heaven, surrounded by saints, being
crowned queen of Heaven by Jesus. The
two saints at the center of the painting
are St. Dominic and St. Francis. Notice
that Mary has her hands crossed in a
humble gesture, exactly as she is depicted
in the "Annunciation."




Deposition from the Cross

N

Angelico was considered one of the
greatest landscape painters in the ©»
fifteenth century. In the altarpiece <3
shown, "Deposition from the Cross" [ 77

he paints generalized images of the
Tuscan countryside in the background.
There are very detailed flowers,
grasses and trees in this painting.

The scene is after the death of Christ,
when he is being taken down from the
cross to be buried. The individual
paintings on the spires show his
resurrection (center), greeting a
follower after the resurrection (left),
and the empty tomb(right). No doubt
Angelico was inspired by the Gothic art
of Simone Martini.




THE LAST JUDGMENT




"The Last Judgment" is perhaps one of
Angelico's most impressive works.

This painting is of Christ, come to judge the
souls on earth at the end of the world. On the
left the blessed go to Heaven, on the right
the damned go to Hell. Christ is in the center,
surrounded by saints and angels. Fra
Angelico paints the saints and the blessed
souls in bright colors, some of them adorned

Here are detailed shots of the painting.

The saints in Heaven are brightly adorned.

Do you see St. Francis? The sinners in Hell,
however, are cast in shadows. In one part,
gluttons sit at a table unable to eat. In another,
demons pour hot gold into the mouth of a
greedy man.People who were self destructive
on earth continue to punish themselves in Hell.
Fra Angelico was inspired by Dante, an Italian
poet who wrote the ‘Inferno.’
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Fra Angelico is the first of the five greatest Italian artists in the Renaissance.

He used colors and perspective to create lighting and depth, becoming the

norm for the artists that were to paint after him, and separating him from the
Gothic artists before him. Angelico went further than Giotto, making his paintings
much more realistic. The frescos of the two Italian painters are similar, but Angelico
took a gigantic step forward.
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