
 
 

 
 
in astronomy, a constellation of both the Northern and Southern 
hemispheres. Corvus, Latin for “crow,” is a small constellation said to 
represent Apollo's crow. In Greek mythology, the crow is said to be sacred 
to the god Apollo, who transformed himself into the bird to escape the 
fearsome monster Typhon. The crow is usually pictured perched along with 
Crater (the Cup) on the back of Hydra (the Water Snake).  

Corvus is made up of four chief stars arrayed in a trapezoid designating the 
crow's body, with two stars at opposite corners representing the beak and 
tail. The constellation lies in the southern sky, southwest of the bright star 
Spica in Virgo. Around April 30, Corvus reaches its highest point in the sky in 
the mid-northern latitudes at 10:00 PM.  

Early Arab astronomers perceived the constellation as a camel and a tent. 
The Greek poet Aratus mentions Corvus in his work ‘Phaenomena' from the 
3rd century BC. Ptolemy, the great astronomer who lived and worked in 
Egypt during the 2nd century AD, was the first person to catalog Corvus. 
The Romans gave the constellation its present name.  

Corvus contains little of particular interest to amateur astronomers. At 
magnitude 2.6, the blue-white giant Gienah, or Gamma Corvi, is the 
constellation's brightest star. It comes from the Arabic for “right wing of 
the raven,” though in modern star charts it represents the bird's left wing. 
The double star Algorab, or Delta Corvi, is a blue-white star visible to the 
unaided eye. Its purplish companion is resolvable with a small telescope. 
NGC 4038 and NGC 4039 are a pair of unusual adjacent galaxies. 
Photographs show them as two joined oval patches with a long tail 
extending from each. Together they have been nicknamed the Ring-Tail 
galaxy or the Antennae, possibly because they resemble a winged insect. A 
planetary nebula, NGC 4361, is visible in amateur telescopes inside the 
crow's body, ,  

 
 
Additional references about Corvus 

Barton, S.G., and Barton, W.H. Jr. Guide to the 

Corvus 
Compton's by Britannica

Page 1 of 3Encyclopædia Britannica Online School Edition

6/9/2008http://school.eb.com/all/comptons/print?articleId=310784&fullArticle=true&tocId=9310784



Constellations, 2nd ed. (Whittlesey House, 1935). 

Berger, Melvin. Star Gazing, Comet Tracking, and Sky 
Mapping (G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1985). 

Burnham, Robert, Jr. Burnham's Celestial Handbook, rev. 
ed., 3 vols. (Dover, 1978). 

Chartrand, M.R. National Audubon Society Field Guide to 
the Night Sky (Knopf, 1991). 

Dibon-Smith, Richard. Starlist Two Thousand: A Quick 
Reference Star Catalog for Astronomers (Wiley, 1992). 

Henbest, Nigel, and Couper, Heather. The Guide to the 
Galaxy (Cambridge Univ. Press, 1994). 

Hirshfeld, Alan, and others. Sky Catalogue 2000.0., 2 vols. 
(Cambridge Univ. Press, 1991). 

Levitt, J.I.M., and Marshall, R.K. Star Maps for Beginners 
(Simon & Schuster, 1992). 

Liller, William. The Cambridge Guide to Astronomical 
Discovery (Cambridge Univ. Press, 1992). 

Menzel, D.H., and Pasachoff, J.M. The Peterson Field Guide 
Series: A Field Guide to Stars and Planets, 2nd ed. 
(Houghton, 1995). 

Moore, Patrick, ed. International Encyclopedia of 
Astronomy (Orion Books, 1987). 

Ridpath, Ian. Star Tales (Universe, 1988). 

Ridpath, Ian, and Tirion, Wil. Collins Pocket Guide: Stars 
and Planets, 2nd ed. (HarperCollins, 1993). 

Rudaux, Lucien, and de Vaucouleurs, G. Larousse 
Encyclopedia of Astronomy (Prometheus Press, 1959). 

Sesti, G.M. The Glorious Constellations: History and 

Page 2 of 3Encyclopædia Britannica Online School Edition

6/9/2008http://school.eb.com/all/comptons/print?articleId=310784&fullArticle=true&tocId=9310784



Mythology (Harry N. Abrams, 1987). 

Stott, Carole. The Greenwich Guide to Stargazing 
(Cambridge Univ. Press, 1989). 

MLA style:  
" Corvus ." Compton's by Britannica. 2008. Encyclopædia Britannica Online School Edition. 9 

June  2008  <http://school.eb.com/all/comptons/article-9310784>.

APA style:  
Corvus . ( 2008). In Compton's by Britannica. Retrieved June  9,  2008, from Encyclopædia 

Britannica Online School Edition: http://school.eb.com/all/comptons/article-9310784

Page 3 of 3Encyclopædia Britannica Online School Edition

6/9/2008http://school.eb.com/all/comptons/print?articleId=310784&fullArticle=true&tocId=9310784


