
Famous Sayings of Confucius 

What do you Think they Mean? 

The sayings listed here were recorded by the students of Confucius as they listened 
to their teacher.  Explain in your own words what you think each one means. 
 
 

1. To move a mountain, one begins by carrying away small stones. 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

2. A person who commits a mistake and does not correct it is committing 
another mistake. 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

3. Everything has beauty but not everyone sees it. 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

4. Choose a job that you love and you will never have to work a day in your 
life. 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

5. If a person takes no thought in what is distant, sorrow will be near at hand. 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
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