earthquake -- Encyclopadia Britannica Online School Edition Page 1 of 2

itannica Online School Edition

Gor

CYCLOP/EDIA BRITANNICA

Advanced Search D Unsure of the spelling? Search Tips
HOME :: DICTIONARY :: LEARNING MATERIALS :: TEACHERS' RESOURCES :: WORKSPACE :: GUIDED TOUR :: HELP
Content Related to

this Topic Encyclopadia Britannica Y
T 3

Maps & Flags .......... 1 earthquake I:Page 1 of 46:| L]
(S R -
f Related Articles , ...... 76

A .
oo SRR 1 . any sudden shaking of the ground  ~Expand your
e o w caused by the passage of seismic Research:
This Article's et rj' waves through the Earth's rocks. © Journals & Magazines
Table of Contents A il . .
i Seismic waves are produced When o The web's Best sites

Expand all

* Introduction

« The nature of
earthquakes

Causes of earthquakes

Effects of earthquakes

Intensity and
magnitude of
earthquakes

Occurrence of
earthquakes

Historic earthquakes
* The study of earthquakes

Seismic waves

Observation of
earthquakes

Earthquake prediction

Exploration of the
Earth's interior with
seismic waves

« Extraterrestrial
seismic phenomena

* Additional Reading

Print this Table of Contents

<

Unsure of the
meaning of a
word? Double-
click it to look it
up in Merriam-
Webster's
Dictionary.

http://school.eb.com/eb/article-9106195?tocld=9106195

Encyclopaedia
Britannica, Inc.
L

some form of energy stored in the
Earth's crust is suddenly released,
usually when masses of rock

straining against one another suddenly fracture and

2 Additional Reading

“slip.” Earthquakes occur most often along geologic faults, narrow zones
where rock masses move in relation to one another. The major fault lines of
the world are located at the fringes of the huge tectonic plates that make
up the Earth's crust.
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Few natural phenomena can wreak as
much havoc as earthquakes. Over the
centuries they have been responsible
for millions of deaths and an incalculable amount of
damage to property (see the table of major historical
earthquakes). While earthquakes have inspired dread
and superstitious awe since ancient times, little was
understood about them until the emergence of
seismology at the beginning of the 20th century.
Seismology, which involves the scientific study of all
aspects of earthquakes, has yielded answers to such
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long-standing questions as why and how earthquakes occur.
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